NORTHALLERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council
held

Monday, 14th December 2009

19:00 hrs, Lower Hall, Town Hall

Present:
Councillor T Hall (Chairman)

Councillors:  S Anderson, D Blades, J Coulson, J Dobson, J Forrest, D Rigby, J Harvey, J Prest
TC/501 To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from J Blevins (Work commitments, C Eatough (family commitments)

TC/502 To receive and adopt the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 16th November 2009 and discuss matters arising thereof.  The minutes were presented by the Mayor and questions invited

Resolved:
The minutes are adopted and accepted as an accurate record.
Matters arising thereof:
TC/491 – Members were reminded that standing orders had been suspended for this meeting to be held today, the second Monday of the month. 
TC/495 – Councillor Hall informed members of the minutes forwarded to members in respect of parking enforcement.
TC/503 To receive the Police Report – Sgt Wilson presented his report with the latest crime stats.  Members were informed the comparative totals for last month were 91 and this month 99, therefore an increase this period of 8, it was felt this was mainly due to a greater presence of the police, which often exasperates more activity.
Members were informed there is to be an increase in police presence in the town of the festive period in a bid to eliminate shop and purse thefts within the town.

Furthermore members were informed of a significant arrest of a female from outside the region involved in purse thefts across the county and further a field.

Pub Watch is to be re launched and phase 2 of the graffiti restoration work is underway.
Questions were invited by Sgt. Wilson. 

Councillor Forrest raised the issue of speeding vehicles at 8:00 hrs and 18:00 hrs on Valley Road.  Sgt Wilson said this would be looked at in the New Year. 

Councillor Blades mentioned issues on Mill Lane and Malpas Road and the pathways being blocked by vehicles.  Sgt. Wilson confirmed this has already been noted and 3 fixed penalty tickets had been issues recently.  Sgt Wilson stated that the entrance to the McCarthy Stone development had recently been re-opened for site vehicles and plant and it was felt the issue of parking at the entrance would now cease – furthermore as the entrance is private land, the police cannot not enforce parking thereon.

Councillor Harvey – brought to the attention of Sgt. Wilson other issues on Malpas Road and felt the area was in need of serious policing.  Members’ attention was also drawn to incidents of cars being scratched on the Thorntree Road estate.  Cars that were particularly being targeted were those with NYCC permit stickers.  Sgt Wilson stated that these incidents had been recorded as criminal damage, but it that there was not evidence to link displacement parking with residents and NYCC.
Councillor Coulson – reiterated there were problems all over town and he had recently encountered problems as Prospect View.
Sgt. Wilson informed members that there were to be further talks taking place between the authorities and police to enforce parking within Hambleton which would inevitably fall under the control of NYCC and not the police.  Councillor Harvey asked who would be paying for it?

Resolved:
The Clerk to source an answer.

Sgt Wilson, wished the council a happy Christmas and New Year and said he looked forward to working in partnership with the council in the new year.
TC/504 To receive and adopt the Minutes of the recent Committee Meetings:

i) Financial & General Purposes (F&GP) Committee, 7th December 2009 - The minutes of the F&GP were presented by the Mayor and members were asked to vote on the recommendation of a 2% rise for the Precept for 2010.  The following matters were raised.
FGP/171 Councillor Coulson asked for assurance that staffing would be addressed.  The Mayor confirmed.  The Mayor confirmed the budgeting process would be followed up with business plans of which staffing will be covered within the Personnel Group and F&GP report.  Councillor Coulson also asked for clarification of where the £50K funding in the budget for the Market Square was coming from.  The Mayor confirmed that a figure of £70K had been granted by Yorkshire Forward for the scheme and this was not money from the Town Council budget.
FGP/174 – Councillor Harvey felt that the personnel group had not met for some time and suggested the report may be misleading, that decisions have been taken.  Councillor Rigby confirmed this was not so and the report was put together between himself and the clerk highlighting the basic personnel principles that required addressing.
Resolved:

i) The minutes of the F&GP were adopted and accepted as an accurate record.  
ii) FGP/172 Members unanimously agreed to a 2% increase in the precept for 2010/11.

ii) Joint Burial Committee (JBC), 1st December 2009 – The minutes of the meeting were presented by Councillor Blades and questions invited.  Members were asked to agree the 2% rise in Precept for the JBC.
Resolved:  
Members unanimously agreed to the 2% precept increase by the JBC and agreed a letter is sent to the JBC confirming this.
TC/505 To receive the Mayors statement and report of functions attended since the last meeting of the Town Council.
i) Christmas Lights have been switched on since the last meeting of the Council – would like to acknowledge had great they look, and is a tribute to the Town council, the lights have been enhanced greatly and he thanked Councillor Blades and staff who had undertaken a lot of the work on this.  Councillor Blades reiterated the Mayors comments and commented on taking the lights to the North End of the town and expanding into Zetland Street.
ii) Wished to welcome officially ‘Wilkinsons’ to the town who opened there store on the 1st December 2009.  Also welcome to ‘Yorkshire Linen’.
iii) Town Square, there has been two public consultation meetings on 3rd & 4th December.  Quite a number of persons came through the doors, and some letters have been also received.  There was an evaluation meeting, and a report is being prepared by HDC Delivery manager summarising comments, which will come back to this council to see how it progresses.
iv) 29th November we did have some flooding in the town and the Mayor wished to extend his thanks to all that provided assistance and particularly those that had wagon loads of sand bags on Forrest Road.
v) Things Attended:
i. 19th November - Gang Show
ii. 27th November – Santa Night

iii. 30th November – Grace Gardener Party – wished to thank everyone who put on a fabulous show and tea.  The occasion was excellent and thanks to all involved in the evening.
iv. 4th December - Lionesses Tree of Hope who are wished well with it.

TC/506 To receive correspondence as tabled, which the Mayor may wish to present to the Council.  The tabled correspondence was presented and members discussed further those tabled for further action.
09/01/53/351 – Ltr. from Mrs A Ramsden, re displacement parking at Mill Lane and Malpas Road outside the McCarthy stone site.  


Resolved: 
A letter is sent outlining the discussion at TC/503 above with Sgt Wilson.

09/01/53/354 – Ltr. from Dr D Severs re the market square development 


Resolved:
A letter of response is sent highlighting the public consultation exercise on 3rd and 4th December, whereby he could have attended.  Notifying him that the TC will not respond to letters written to the press and informing him that his comments will be forwarded onto the Delivery Manager at HDC for inclusion with other comments received as part of the consultation exercise.

09/01/53/356 – Ltr. from Maxwells re the market square development:

Resolved: 
A letter is sent confirming the comments in the letter have been noted and will be considered as part of the consultation exercise along with those of other contributors.

09/01/53/360 – Ltr from Lewis and Copper – ‘Persona’ relating to a statement supposedly made by the Mayor and addressed to the Clerk.  Members were informed by the Mayor the letter had been received.  Councillor Dobson stated that he had been given a copy from Mrs Shuker and requested a copy of the reply.  Councillor Prest raised concerns that correspondence to be discussed was marked in a 1 only and should any member wish to view other correspondence this was available with the Clerk for all to see.


Resolved: 
The Mayor agreed copy of the letter received and reply would be forwarded on to councillors of information.

TC/507 To answer questions under Standing Order No. 24 – Questions were invited by the Mayor
Councillor Harvey – mentioned that the pathway to castle close that is in desperate need for repair and because of some mistakes some years ago, it is owned by a private resident next adjacent to the pathway rather than being adopted by HDC or Broadacres.  Councillor Harvey asked if there is money in Grace Gardener (GGT) to effect the repair works to be undertaken, as this walkway is used by the elderly residents of Castle Close.  Councillor Prest queried if the Town Council were now taking over responsibility of all PROW in Northallerton that did not fall under the responsibility of the Town Council.  Further discussion ensued and it was


Resolved:
That it be referred to GGT

Councillor Dobson – said that he had requested an item on the agenda to discuss the website, but had been told by the Clerk this could be brought up under standing order 24.  Councillor Dobson had required the issue is debated and felt this SO24 was not appropriate.  Discussion ensued.


Resolved:
Refer to January F&GP.

Councillor Coulson asked how much of the charge payers money had been spent on the Cemetery for staff parking.  The answer was nothing.
TC/508 To discuss the tabled planning lists and agree the Town Council response of recommendations.  The tabled planning was presented and comments invited.  Resolutions were as tabled below under the TC Recommendations as detailed below:
	LA Ref
	Application
	Address
	TC Recommendation

	09/03650/FUL
	Change of use of office building to 2 flats and installation of a roof light 
	66 High Street, Northallerton
	APPROVE

	09/03817/ADV
	Advertisement consent to display one non illuminated sign  
	Unit 3 County Business Park, Darlington Road
	APPROVE

	09/03892/FUL
	Alterations & extension to existing dwelling
	7 Bramblefields, Northallerton
	APPROVE

	09/03793/CAT
	Proposed felling of Ash Tree and Sycamore Tree
	Porch House, 68-70 High Street, Northallerton
	APPROVE

	09/03698/ADV
	Advertisement consent for 9 non illuminated signs
	The Co Operative Store Car Wash Low Gates, Darlington Road
	APPROVE


TC/509 To receive the latest HDC decisions relating to previously presented planning applications - The tabled HDC planning decisions were presented 

Resolved:
Noted by members
TC/510 To receive the financial reports up to 31st October 2009 - The financial reports were presented and questions invited.

Resolved:
The reports financial reports are accepted.
TC/511 To receive and approve the official purchase orders and accounts for payment as tabled – The tabled purchase orders and accounts for payment were presented.
ORDERS

	Order No.
	Purchase in Respect Of
	Payee/Supplier

	0910306
	100 Christmas Cards with envelopes and overprinting as requested @ 60p per card
	Perfect Pictures

	0910307
	Poppy Appeal and Donation in respect of wreath
	The Poppy Appeal

	0910308
	Etisia Biocut Mulch Mower
	K and M Mowers

	0910309
	Fuel Charges 25/10 to 01/11
	Balfour Beatty Group Fleet Services

	0910310
	Window Cleaning 05/11
	Lees General Cleaning Ctr

	Order No.
	Purchase in Respect Of
	Payee/Supplier

	0910311
	Disabled toilet – new washer 
	H Clarke and Sons Ltd

	0910312
	Planting & Shrubs
	A Hill and Sons Ltd


Orders contd.,

	0910313
	15 Cups and Saucers, 2 Laptop bags
	W Boyes & Co Ltd

	0910314
	30 Chairs @ 21.74 1 Trolley @ 85.00
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd

	0910315
	1 printer cartridge (HP 2200D)
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd

	0910316
	Alter gate at cemetery, supply posts 
	Wallace Wrought Iron

	0910317
	1 Day hire of medium sized rotovator for Trinity Gdns
	Lord Hire Centres

	0910318
	Repairs to van indicators 
	Dave Watson

	0910319
	1 day hire of hydraulic post hole borer 
	Lord Hire Centres

	0910320
	1 week hire of stone saw plus stone saw blade 
	Lord Hire Centres

	0910321
	Tree Survey - Applegarth 
	4 Rosehill Way

	0910322
	Church Yard Lights, Christmas tree and switch on illuminations
	Mike Holmes

	0910323
	Install new light in All Saints Churchyard 
	Mike Holmes

	0910324
	Rent Review and Report
	Valuation Office Agency

	0910325
	Extend Sponsorship signs on roundabouts
	Wallace Wrought Iron

	0910326
	Photocopies 08/09 to 18/11
	Konica Minolta Business Solutions East LTD

	0910327
	External Hard Drive
	Hambleton District Council

	0910328
	Illuminations 
	Christmas Plus

	0910329
	Mince pies and Christmas cake for Santa Night
	North Yorkshire Country Markets Ltd

	0910330
	Town Hall and Grounds Supplies for December 09
	Sam Turner & Sons Ltd

	0910331
	Print Cartridges
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd

	0910332
	30 Chairs @ 21.74 1 Trolley @ 85.00
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd

	0910333
	4 Large Half Barrels @ £60 each
	Ravensworth Nurseries

	0910334
	W Screening
	Classic Graphics



Resolved:
The orders are accepted.

PAYMENTS
	Chq No.
	Net Amount £
	Payee/Supplier

	302157
	25.00
	The Poppy Appeal

	302158
	300.00
	Neil Collinson

	302159
	147.81
	W. Braithwate & Sons

	302160
	39.50
	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd.,

	302161
	59.88
	Balfour Beatty Group Fleet Services

	302162
	44.00
	Lees General Cleaning Ctr

	302163
	520.85
	Sam Turner & Sons Ltd

	302164
	300.00
	K.E. Hannah

	302165
	170.72
	H Clarke and Sons Ltd

	302166
	60.00
	Perfect Pictures

	302167
	600.00
	Valuation Office Agency

	302168
	38.98
	W Boyes & Co Ltd

	302169
	75.00
	Wallace Wrought Iron

	302170
	80.00
	Wallace Wrought Iron

	302171
	378.00
	Classic Graphics

	302172
	225.14
	Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation

	302173
	167.07
	Konica Minolta Business Solutions East LTD

	302174
	428.98
	A Hill and Sons Ltd

	302175
	104.00
	A Hill and Sons Ltd

	302176
	320.00
	A Hill and Sons Ltd

	302177
	183.50
	A Hill and Sons Ltd

	302178
	41.40
	Lord Hire Centres

	302179
	83.60
	Hambleton District Council

	302180
	83.56
	Dave Watson

	302181
	2971.00
	Christmas Plus

	302182
	53.12
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd

	302183
	45.00
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd

	302184
	51.88
	H Clarke and Sons Ltd

	302185
	73.6
	North Yorkshire Country Markets Ltd



Resolved:
The payments are accepted.
The meeting closed at 20:30 hrs
Chairman………………………………

Dated………………………………….


