Northallerton Town Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council

Held

Monday 17th January 2011, 19:00 hrs, Lower Hall, Town Hall



Present: 
Councillor Anderson (Chairman)


Councillors:
D Blades, J Blevins, J Coulson, J Dobson, J Forrest, T Hall,





J Harvey, K Pullan, J Prest, D Rigby L Watson
TC/646 To receive apologies for absence – All members were present
TC/647 To receive and adopt the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday, 13th December 2010 - The minutes were presented and questions invited.  TC/635 Councillor Blades informed members that the Town Council has received approval from Jack Butcher from the NYCC with regards to the proposal from Kompan for the Playbuilder project.

Resolved: The minutes were adopted as an accurate record. 

TC/648 To receive the Police Report

Sgt Wilson was welcomed to the meeting and presented his report.  Members were informed there had been 59 crimes this period as opposed to 57 in the previous.  Sgt. Wilson asked members for their support to remove the telephone box on Bankhead Road, residents too have been asked for their opinions.  The said telephone box has been used for 46 hoax calls since April 2008 7 of which have occurred since the start of New Year. 

Surgery questionnaires – have been placed in local supermarkets and leisure centres to see how people feel about living in Northallerton,
Since the 12th January 2010 there have been139 questionnaires completed. 
43 residents – had no issues with the area

24 – issues regarding parking– Mill lane/Meadow Lane

16 – speeding  issues in Romanby

56 – Antisocial behaviour in locations around the town

Some issues with dog fouling

Small number of reports regarding drugs,  

Councillor Prest stated that there are still issues with parking on Mill Lane 
Sgt. Wilson explained that this is still an ongoing problem, and is something that Highways are working to address. They are continuing to monitor it and will continue to issue tickets.
Councillor Coulson questioned what Sgt. Wilson thought to the Applegarth plan.  Sgt. Wilson stated that he had not seen the designs but would be interested in looking at the final design.   

Resolved:  Members agreed their support for the removal of the Telephone 
Box on Bankhead Road.
TC/649 To receive presentation from Hambleton District Council regarding dog fouling – Mr Alan Scargill, Senior Street Officer for Hambleton District Council, introduced himself to members and acknowledged concerns about dog fouling issues in the town.  He stated there was only one warden covering Richmond and Hambleton area, and tackling the problems was very labour intensive with little gain.  Mr Scargill explained there is primary and secondary law and dog byelaws are split into 5 parts, if one of those is taken away they cannot prosecute.  Therefore if the Town Council wish to take on the role of acting as wardens then this will overturn any current legislation.  
Councillor Blades confirmed that dog fouling is something that the Council are very concerned about, and whilst it is early days it would be prudent to come up with an action plan.  Councillor Blades stressed that it is not something that will go away.  He also asserted that this is one of the reasons that the Town Council have made sure that toddler play areas are fenced off to prevent stray dogs from entering.  Councillor Coulson queried when the signs were going up to received to remind people about the current regulations.  The Clerk queried receipt of the signs and it was acknowledged they were not signs but actually posters, which were already in the notice boards.
Councillor Harvey questioned whether there it was worth setting up a Whistle Blowing system.  Mr Scargill responded saying Yes, if people are prepared to stand up in court!  Councillor Rigby suggested the Amenities Committee prepare an action plan to address behavioural issues.

Councillor Harvey asked if it would be possible to use community police officers to enforce this.  Mr Scargill stated that this was possible, yet since June 2009 they have issued 4 fixed penalty tickets.
Members asked Mr Scargill what the Town Council could do to ameliorate the situation and were informed that they could do as much as they wanted. 

The Mayor asked if there were any success stories in other areas, Mr Scargill said that unfortunately there were not, he said that Durham had set up a scheme employing 4 officers, but this had been expensive and provided poor results. 
Resolved:  To be referred to the next meeting of the Amenities Committee to agree an action plan.

TC/650 To receive and adopt the Minutes of the recent Committee Meetings:

i) 
Joint Burial Committee, held 7th December 2010.  A question was raised about JBC/ 284 a correspondence item and whether this related to the Town Clerk – it was confirmed this was not so.
ii) 
F&GP Committee, held 6th December 2010.

Resolved:  The minutes of the public session were adopted.
iii) F&GP Committee, held 10th January 2011 – Councillor Forrest raised an issue regarding a personnel matter.  The mayor said this should be discussed in private session of the meeting. Councillor Coulson asked in relation to FGP/233 if both of the TC vehicles had been used to pick up the barriers.  The Clerk stated that only one had been used.  He also raised his disappointment about not discussing the transfer of public conveniences in public session and was informed that in doing so their were personnel issues thus discussing it in public may compromise HDC.
Resolved:  The minutes were adopted, noting the ‘private session’ later in the agenda.
TC/651 To agree the Precept for 2011/12 

Councillor Anderson proposed that they brought this item forward as Councillor Harvey had to leave the meeting early.  Councillor Dobson proposed that precept discussion was taken in public session, this was seconded by Councillor Harvey.
The Mayor stated that all members know that this is a difficult time for every section of society and councils and whilst Local councils are not exposed to these cuts they are being encouraged to exhibit restraint. Having taken on several projects this last year such i.e. the energy saving heating system, accessibility lift, the playbuilder project in the Applegarth and the new set of energy saving LED illuminations, it is important to continue to protect these services and continue to move forward with our maintenance and development plans.  In addition there is an increased JBC precept, and a rise in the cost of living and gas prices.  There is also a responsibility to existing staff, the issues of the grass cutting contract and the dilapidated state of the Upper Hall toilets.  
On the basis of all the pressures we are to face the Mayor proposed a responsible precept rise of 2%, she explained that even with this rise there will still be a shortfall of £18,000 which will have to be made up from reserves.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Blades.  The Mayor went on to say that the Clerk had received advice from NALC - which read as follows:  “The Minister confirms that any new rules on the issue of cuts will not include local councils, although Councils are expected to be prudent. This was reiterated to the Mayor of NALC through the Department for Communities and Local Government, which said that whilst they are expected to be prudent they are not expected to freeze their council tax unless they think it prudent to do so”.  
Councillor Dobson proposed the notion of a 0% increase in precept, seconded by Councillor Watson. 
Members went onto debate the proposals and gave their opinions for and against.  

The Mayor asked for a vote on proposal 1 to a 2% increase – voted in favour 5 (Councillors Prest, Blades, Harvey, Hall and Anderson), Against 7 (Councillors Coulson, Forrest, Dobson, Pullan, Watson, Blevins, Rigby).  The Mayor asked for a vote on proposal 2 to a 0% increase – voted in favour 7, against 5,
Resolved: The Council agreed to levy a 0% precept rise for 2011/12

Councillor Prest stated that all Councillors should all pull together and as Councillor Coulson had mentioned that there were lots of areas that money could be saved, all members should bring suggestions to next Committee meetings.
TC/652 To receive the Mayors statement and report of functions attended.
	15th December
	Silver Band Carol Concert



	17th December
	Prison open of the hospitality suite which Jane Harvey attended on the Mayors behalf

	13th of January
	Allertonshire Civic Society, where the Mayor gave a talk on thoughts on Northallerton


The Mayor stated that once the lift was finished she would like to propose that the Town Council host an open day so that people can come to and see what money has been and it would also be an opportunity to display the artefacts as previously discussed.

The Mayor also gave an update on the progress of the Town Square project and said that following discussions this was moving forward and delivering of the project will be within the existing resources of £50,000.  Even with this, it should still make a difference.  The plan is to define the area using existing colour and quality of materials, relocate bike racks (that are demountable), the traffic counter and litter bins and include more planters. The anticipated time scale is for completion before the May Fair.
Councillor Coulson questioned if it is being funded solely from 106 monies, and he was informed that this was the case.
TC/653 To receive correspondence as tabled, which the Mayor may wish to present to the Council and agree where applicable responses thereof.

10/01/597 Appointment of Parish Council Representative to the Standards Committee – the Mayor asked for nominees from members. Councillor Dobson proposed Councillor Rigby.  No other nominations were received.
Councillor Blades, Coulson, Hall and Prest declared an interest.
Resolved: Councillor Rigby was nominated.
TC/654 To receive an update in regard to the Accessibility Works

The Clerk informed members that: 

1. The lift installation is nearing completion, with testing planned for end of this week, to be operational week commencing 31st January 2011.
2. The heating system is complete, and the programming of the unit will be 2nd February 2011.
3. The security system is in place, although not all of it is active as yet. 

Councillor Forrest questioned how people who hire the hall on Saturday would get in and out, he asked if they would have to prop the door open?  The Clerk stated that process will be just the same as is now via a Caretaker. 

Councillor Coulson asked when complaints from hirers would be discussed. The Mayor stated that this will be discussed at the next THM meeting.   
TC/655 To formulate and agree a response to the proposed NYCC Transportation Strategy
Members referred to the proposals presented to them at the December meeting and made the following comments.  Councillors, Hall and Blades declared an interest being County Councillors, Councillor Anderson and Harvey declared an interest being employees of NYCC.

Bus Area

1. One comment was made about the lack of drop kerbs for disabled persons to get around.
2. Concern was raised about losing too many of the parking bays and also the effect this would have on All Saints Parish Church for weddings, funerals and baptisms. 

3. The Town Council also expressed concerns about the now ‘restricted use’ of the area, which has historically been used for civic parades and events, e.g. Remembrance Day and the Illuminated Address.
Taxi Area

1. Concern again at loss of all parking bays and disabled parking.  The disabled bays although replaced nearer to the bus area causes reduced accessibility to the Market Square.

2. The Town Council feel being a Market Town, that accessibility is crucial to our commuters and the economy.

3. Greater disruption on Market Days/ Farmers Markets, due to considerable reduction in available parking bays. 
Resolved:  The Clerk writes a letter to NYCC including the above comments.

TC/657 To answer questions under Standing Order No. 24

Councillor Dobson queried where the signs disclaiming responsibility for parking at Dean Road were, and when they would be put into place?  The Clerk explained an order had been placed and signs were awaited.
Councillor Blevins – asked about delegated powers of committees and requested written clarification. 
The Mayor stated the Town Councils Standing Orders do not specifically lay down the delegated functions of each Committee and this is something to be determined by the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  

Councillor Coulson asked if there were any plans by the Town Council to celebrate the royal wedding.  The Mayor stated that it could certainly be considered.  Councillor Hall noted that the wedding is in the run up to elections and thus it may be regarded as canvassing.
Councillor Forrest – raised a question about a member of staff’s contract of employment.  The Mayor stated this was not for discussion in an open forum and would be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purpose Committee.

TC/658 To discuss the tabled planning lists and agree the Town Council response of recommendations. Latest HDC decisions relating to previously presented planning applications
Planning List 9

	TC Ref
	LA App Ref
	Proposal
	Location
	Applicant
	TC Recommendation

	13/01/09/08
	10/02932/LBC
	Listed building consent of a new formation of a new pedestrian link to existing café from the High Street Store at first level over Barkers Arcade High Street entrance, creation of additional floor area at first floor level for the café and associated works


	198-202 High Street, Northallerton


	Barkers (Northallerton) Ltd


	Approve

	13/01/09/07
	10/02931/FUL
	Formation of a new pedestrian link to existing café from the High Street Store at first level over Barkers Arcade High Street entrance, creation of additional floor area at first floor level for the café and associated works
	198-202 High Street, Northallerton


	Barkers (Northallerton) Ltd


	Approve

	04/01/09/06
	10/02933/FUL
	Alterations to existing shop front
	153 - 155 High Street, Northallerton
	Yorkshire Building Society
	Refer to District Planning

	04/01/09/05
	10/02934/ADV
	Proposed fascia sign Proposed projecting sign
	153 - 155 High Street, Northallerton
	Yorkshire Building Society
	No Observations

	04/01/09/04
	10/02726/FUL
	(AMENDED CCTV Towers height 6.0m) Change of use of land to form a secure storage are for the storage of lock-up containers, including installation of cctv security serveillance camera system and construction of 2.4m high galvanised mild steel palisade fencing
	11 Standard Way, Standard Way Business Park, Northallerton
	Wm McIvor and son
	No Observations

	04/01/09/03
	10/02938/MRC
	Application to remove condition 2 of planning consent 2/110/75/PA relating to agricultural occupancy
	Greenmantle, Darlington Road, Northallerton
	William Strikes Ltd
	No Observations

	04/01/09/02
	10/02854/FUL
	Alterations to drive to create additional parking space
	58 Quaker Lane, Northallerton
	Mr D Pearson
	No Observations

	04/01/09/01
	10/02613/ADV
	Advertisement consent for 2 internally illuminated signs and 2 non illuminated signs
	Barkers (Northallerton) Ltd, 198 - 202 High Street, Northallerton
	Mr Charles Barker
	Refer to District Planning Committee and do not agree with signage above first floor level


Resolved:  The planning recommendations are submitted to HDC as indicated above.
Notification of HDC Decisions

	LA App Ref
	Proposal
	Applicant
	HDC Decision
	Date Decision notified
	TC Recommendation

	10/02192/FUL
	Proposed demolition of existing property and construction of 12 No. apartment dwellings
	Broadacres Housing Association
	Approved
	22/12/10
	No Observations

	10/02458/ADV
	Amended plan for advertisement consent for freestanding internally illuminated totem sign
	Barkers (Northallerton) Ltd
	Approved
	13/12/10
	No Observations

	10/02504/LBC
	Application for listed building consent for internal alterations
	Ms E Jones
	Approved
	22/12/10
	No Observations

	10/02604/CAT
	Proposed works to 2 Cherry Trees
	Hampsteads Dental
	Approved
	14/12/10
	No Observations

	10/02495/FUL
	First floor rear extension and second floor rear dormer extension 
	Merryweathers
	Approved
	14/12/10
	No Observations

	10/02304/FUL
	Proposed single storey extension to side of existing dwelling
	Mr & Mrs Greaves
	Approve
	09/11/10
	No observations

	10/02261/FUL
	Proposed single storey extension to rear of existing dwelling
	Mr P Dutton
	Approved
	10/11/10
	No observations

	10/02192/FUL
	Proposed demolition of existing property and construction of 12 No. apartment dwellings
	Broadacres Housing Association
	Approved
	22/12/10
	Refer to planning development committee. Propose due to residents concerns that a public consultation be arranged




Resolved:  The HDC decisions are received.
TC/659 To receive and approve the official purchase orders and accounts for payment as tabled.  The tabled Orders and payments were presented.
ORDERS

	Date Raised
	Supplier
	Order Ref.
	Details 
	Net 

	15/12/2010
	Yorwaste
	1011/2168
	1 load of green waste to tip
	10.00

	13/12/2010
	North Yorkshire Timber
	1011/2165
	4x4 x 18mm plywood sheet
	22.73

	13/12/2010
	North Yorkshire Timber
	1011/2166
	1 dressed timber 2x2x8
	100.21

	01/12/2010
	Sam Turner
	1011/2163
	Monthly purchases
	tbn

	15/12/2010
	Simon Bailes Peugeot
	1011/2167
	Repairs to n/s door as per quote 
	903.08

	17/12/2010
	Sam Turner
	1011/2034
	Propane gas
	tbn

	06/01/2011
	Sam Turner
	1011/2137
	Monthly purchases
	tbn

	22/12/2010
	Kompan Ltd
	1011/2136
	To supply and installation of enhancement to Applegarth Park
	100,000


PAYMENTS

	Cheque Number 
	Supplier
	Ref
	Details 
	Net 

	302601
	Paul Thompson
	
	Interim Payment
	31800.12

	302602
	 Cash
	
	Petty Cash
	81.24

	302603
	Christmas Plus (CHP001)
	1757
	Install 56 column motifs as per 3 year contract 
	3018.40

	302604
	Andrew Bramley Associates (ABA001)
	7482
	Fee for architectural services and work to date in connection with disabled lift installation, and meeting with Town Council and subcontractors
	380.00

	302605
	Yorwaste Limited (YOR001)
	1011/2164
	Tancred compost 23rd November
	13.34

	302606
	VOID
	-
	-
	0

	302607
	G. A. Oliver (GAO001)
	1011/2027
	Drip tray for water boiler 
	48.25

	302608
	Country Markets (NYCM001)
	1011/2130
	2 rich fruit cakes, 6 dozen mince pies
	72.80

	302609
	Balfour Beatty Group Limited (BBG001)
	F85203
	Fuel charges as at 27/11/10
	58.85

	302610
	BT Payment Services Limited (BTP001)
	36518106
	Internet services
	89.97

	302611
	Npower (NPO001)
	79021837410
	Electricity Charges & (Basement)  23/08/10 - 26/11/10
	1395.34

	302612
	British Red Cross (BRC001)
	1011/2128
	Providing 2 non commercial first aiders
	48.00

	302613
	Hambleton District Council (HDC001)
	1011/2127
	Santa Night provision and erection of signs, sandbags, cones, road closure 
	271.41

	302614
	Daisy Communications Ltd (DAC001)
	1983113
	Telephone Charges to the 30/11/10
	32.63

	302615
	PWLB (PWL001)
	631089121
	PWLB Loan repayment 
	4130.90

	302616
	Sam Turner and Sons Ltd (STS001)
	1011/2157
	Monthly supplies
	366.17

	302617
	Skipton Hire Centres (SHC001)
	1011/2021
	Heater and cable hire, 2M warning barrier, Site fencing
	230.88

	302618
	Hambleton District Council (HDC001)
	9000796
	Annual charge for Applegarth open space 
	70.00

	302619
	Orange (ORA001)
	6589790704
	Charges 08 Dec - 07 Jan
	20.00

	302620
	VOID
	-
	-
	0

	302621
	E C Jarred (MSS) Ltd (ECJ001)
	1011/2114
	Footrest for JJ
	35.19

	302622
	Freeman Johnson Solicitors (FREE001)
	n/a
	Professional fees re tenants
	150.00

	302623
	Northallerton And Romanby Joint Burial Committee
	169
	2nd half of the precept 
	7872.50

	302624
	North Yorkshire Timber (NYT001)
	1011/2165
	1220x1220x18mm plywood 50mmX50mm redwood
	26.21

	302625
	Newsquest (Yorkshire & North East) Ltd (NEW001)
	1011/2135
	Advertise the Applegarth public consultation
	128.46

	302626
	Nigel Lightfoot Contractor (NLC001)
	G4168
	Changing of a light 
	130.60

	302627
	Costal Framing (CFR001)
	27
	Framing of honorary citizen certificate
	45.00

	302628
	Information Commissioners Office (ICO001)
	 
	Freedom of information renewal
	35.00

	302629
	Hambleton District Council (HDC001)
	9000970
	Quarterly charge - allotments at Knottobottom
	100.00

	302630
	Yorwaste Limited (YOR001)
	121146
	15/12/2010
	10.00

	302631
	Siemens (SIE001)
	384/11/0009187
384/10/0110919
	Lease rental of photocopier 2 x Quarter 3 & 4
	356.33

	302632
	Mitchells (MIT001)
	 
	End of contract with Mitchells 
	61.50

	302633
	North Yorkshire Timber (NYT001)
	1011/2166
	43x 190mm 
	96.68

	302634
	Balfour Beatty Group Limited (BBG001)
	F85383
	18/12/2010
	63.54

	302635
	Yorkshire Water (YOW001)
	800252020
	1st Oct - 31st Dec
	145.23

	302636
	Yorwaste Limited (YOR001)
	121360
	21/12/2010
	20.00

	302637
	Hambleton District Council (HDC001)
	7001822
	Salary recharge 1 October - 31st December
	49912.93


PETTY CASH

	Date
	Rec No.
	Payee
	Description
	Exp.

	06/12/10
	10/75
	Morrisons
	Milk
	-1.55

	01/12/10
	10/76
	Post Office
	Special Delivery
	-5.05

	01/12/10
	10/77
	Ryman
	Blu Tack
	-1.59

	02/12/10
	10/78
	Morrisons
	Milk
	-0.86

	26/11/10
	10/79
	W Boyes & Co Ltd
	Trays
	-14.96

	06/12/10
	10/80
	Morrisons
	Stamps
	-8.76

	06/12/10
	10/81
	Morrisons
	Stamps
	-3.84

	08/12/10
	10/82
	Ryman
	Card
	-2.98

	13/12/10
	10/83
	W Boyes & Co Ltd
	Pens & Pencils
	-3.16

	13/12/10
	10/84
	Post Office
	Stamps
	-67.04

	15/12/10
	10/85
	Morrisons
	Sugar 
	-0.98

	20/12/10
	10/86
	Morrisons
	Milk
	-1.55

	22/12/10
	10/87
	Morrisons
	Tea Bags
	-2.00


Councillor Forrest queried Order number 1011/2167 which refers to the repairs to the near side door of the vehicle.  He asked if this should be dealt with by our insurers.  The Clerk noted that this would be dealt with, and they would have to put in a claim once it has been repaired.  

Councillor Dobson asked how long the Council have to go on the PWLB loan, and what the actual figure is. The Clerk said she would look at the figures

He also asked about the payment to Nigel Lightfoot’s regarding the changing of a light.  He was informed that this was the replacement of a light fitting at All Saints Church.  

Councillor Dobson also raised a query regarding the payments to Siemans for the photocopier.  The Clerk informed members the payment related to two quarterly charges which used to be made by direct debit, but was no longer available for the TC Account.



Resolved:
The orders and payments are accepted.
TC/660 To receive an update regarding the progress of the Applegarth Enhancement Project.  The Mayor informed members that the order had been placed and the final plan had been approved by NYCC, some slight amendments had been made, which included additional mounding and an accessibility path from the 2-7 year old play area into the 8-13/adult area.
TC/661 To receive the financial reports to 30th November 2010.  The financial reports were presented and questions invited.


Resolved:  
The reports are accepted.

The Chairman proposed due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed and under the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960 the meeting is adjourned for Private Session.

TC/662(a) To discuss and agree the action of the Town Council in relation to the Applegarth Public Conveniences. 


Resolved:
To be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General 


Purpose Committee.

(b) To adopt the Discipline, Grievance and H&S policies and Employee Code of Conduct as resolved at the Finance & General Purpose Committee held, 10th January 2011.  
Resolved: 
The said polices were adopted.  

The adjourned from Private session and closed at 22:00 hrs 
	1
	Chairman………………………………………….



