Northallerton Town Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council

held

Monday 20th June 2011, 19:00 hrs, Upper Hall, Town Hall


Present:
Councillor J Coulson Chairman 

Councillors S Anderson, J Dobson, J Forrest, AW Hall, SC Richardson and 

D  Robertson, D Doherty, T Bell, D Rigby & K Archer 
TC/713 – Apologies:  were received from Councillor Harvey who has pneumonia.  It was agreed that some flowers are sent to Councillor Harvey with the best wishes of the Council for a speedy recovery.


Resolved -
Flowers are sent from the Town Council to Councillor Harvey.
TC/714 - To Co-opt New Members to Fill the Town Council Vacancies:  The Chairman informed members there are four vacancies and seven persons had applied.   Apologies had been received from one of the proposed candidate who was unable to attend due to annual leave commitments.  The Chairman said he was happy to proceed with the co-option appointments based on the information received and asked if any members had questions they wished to ask of the candidates.  Members were asked to vote using the voting voucher provided.  The Clerk collected the vouchers and counted the votes as follows:  Doug Doherty – 5 votes, Paul Atkin – 0 votes, David Rigby – 6 votes, Gerald Ramsden – 1 vote, Tracey Bell – 5 votes, Fiona Carson – 1 vote and Ken Archer – 6 votes.   The Chairman thanked everyone who had attended and the successful candidates were asked to sign the Declaration of Office forms and join the meeting.   Wards were allocated to those that had expressed a preference and those that hadn’t were offered their preference based on majority votes received.
Resolved -
Members appointed via co-option are as follows: Doug Doherty (Central Ward), David Rigby (North West Ward), Tracy Bell (South Ward) and Ken Archer (North East Ward)
TC/715 To appoint representatives to Standing Committees – Members discussed the current vacancies on Amenities and Town Hall Management.  Councillor Hall also said that advice was going to be sought in connection with the Northallerton and Romanby Joint Burial Committee. Councillor Dobson said he had received a letter from YLCA stating and that unless Councillors have a direct interest any Councillor can serve on any Committee.   Members were also informed that Councillor Harvey had indicated that she wished to stay on the Amenities Committee.   
Resolved -
i) Co-opted members are appointed to standing committees as follows:


Amenities - Councillor Rigby


Town Hall Management:  Councillor Doherty, Bell and Archer.


ii) Councillor Harvey is appointed the Amenities Committee


iii) Northallerton and Romanby Joint Burial Committee (NRJBC) – Councillor Dobson provide the Clerk with a copy of the letter from YLCA

iv) NRJBC members are Councillors Dobson, Richardson, Forrest and Robertson

TC/716 – To receive the Police Report - Sgt Wilson presented his report (Appendix 1 attached) and informed members he was moving to Stokesley in early July, he thanked the Town Council for their support over the past seven years.  Members expressed their thanks too to Sgt. Wilson for his assistance over the years and in particular for his work with ActDivertz, the Safer Neighbourhoods team and the youth of the town.  The Chairman Coulson expressed concern about Prospect House and cancellation of meetings. He asked that a message is sent back about this concern as residents are asking question.  The Chairman also asked for feedback in connection with the Applegarth as he has been contacted by residents who were concerned.  Sgt Wilson said that there has been a slight increase in complaints since the new equipment has been installed, which pertained to minor bullying issues with older children telling younger children to get off equipment, but he said that  nothing more serious had been reported at this stage.  Questions were asked as to who will be taking over and he said it was likely to be Simon Williamson who is based in Northallerton.
TC/717 – To receive and adopt the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 18th April 2011:


Resolved -
The minutes are received and adopted as an accurate record.

TC/718 – To receive the Minutes of:

a) Annual Parish meeting held 16th May 2011 – Councillor Hall said that he was in attendance and it was not recorded.  This was amended.  

Resolved:
The minutes are received and adopted as an accurate record with the above amendment.

b) Annual Meeting held 16th May 2011 – Councillor Coulson said that in the minutes he was proposed as Mayor and later on that he was proposed as Deputy Mayor. It was agreed that this is amended.  Also Councillor Hall had proposed Councillor Coulson as Mayor, not Councillor Anderson.  This was amended.

Resolved:
The minutes are received and adopted as an accurate record with the above amendment.

c) Town Hall Management Committee held 31st May 2011 –

Resolved:
The minutes are received

d) Amenities Committee held 31st May 2011 – The Vice Chairman position was currently vacant and this would be addressed at the next Committee mtg.


Resolved:
The minutes are received  
e) Finance and General Purposes Committee held 31st May 2011 – further to FGP/261, the resolution about the Accountant, it was agreed that this will be discussed at the end of the meeting in Private Session.  

f) Town Hall Management Committee held 13th June 2011 – the Chairman presented the minutes and invited comments.  

Resolved:
The minutes are received

The following matters were raised THM/261, Annual Insurance Renewal – a three year contract had been agreed and the review date scheduled for March 2014.

THM/262&3 Quotations would be obtained as laid down in Standing Orders. 
Councillor Robertson went onto comment about items raised at the meeting and was not the in minutes.  Councillor Anderson said that she was at the meeting “in attendance” and it was not her recollection that some of these issues were proposed and voted on.  The Clerk referred members to Arnold Baker, Local Council Handbook paragraph 7.34 in respect of what should be included in minutes and the purpose for minutes, she read as follows: Minutes are intended to be formal records of official acts and decisions not reports, still less verbatim reports, of the speeches made by councillors.  Minutes should, therefore, be as short as is consistent with clarity and accuracy, and the arguments used in discussion need be recorded only if the decisions cannot be clearly expressed in any other way.  Short simple minutes are less likely to be defamatory that long reports.  
Councillor Forrest said that at the Town Hall Management Committee it had been agreed that the accessibility of the Town Hall would be further discussed at the full Town Council meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor Forrest that the front door of the Town Hall is open for the public to have access from 9.30 am – 2.30 pm Monday to Thursday and 9.30 am – 1.30 pm Friday.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Archer. 
Resolved -
That the Main Entrance to the Town Hall is open from 9.30 am – 2.30 pm Monday to Thursday and  9.30 am – 1.30 pm Friday.

g) Amenities Committee 13th June 2011 – Councillor Anderson presented the Amenities Committee minutes and questions were invited.  

Councillor Forrest asked about moving the boulders in the Applegarth and if the contractor is going to reinstate the matting.  It was agreed that the Clerk would raise this with the contractor.  
Resolved -
i) The minutes are received.  


ii) The Clerk will speak to the contractor about the matting. 
TC/719 – To discuss items relating to the Market Square:

a) Positioning of Cycle Racks – proposed areas are near the post box to the north of the Town Hall, corner near to Yorkshire Bank, corner on the opposite side of Zetland Street outside the betting shop cobbled area near Lakeland, and cobbled area near to Freeman Johnson.  It had also been proposed to put cycle stands near to the two shops i.e. Slice and Joanna Marco but it had been noted that these shops would have to be consulted.  If cycle stands are not demountable, this will be a problem with relation to the fair and the market.  Either side of the Town Hall steps will be a compromise.  This will not prevent adding additional cycle racks at a later date.  These items require an urgent decision.  Concerns were expressed about using the cobbled areas in view of the stability. Discussion took place on the possibility of having cycle stands on the new square.  It was proposed that we have some cycle stands on the new areas, we ask the shopkeepers if they would mind some in front of their premises, we support the ones at the back and throughout the town.  
Resolved -
That the above sites are proposed and the Clerk consults with the retrospective shop tenants.   
b) Positioning of Tree Planter – Discussion took place on the siting of the tree planter.  A suggestion was made that new trees are planted in each of the large containers.  It was proposed by the Chairman that the planter remains in its current location with a new tree in it and the other three planters.  This was seconded and 

Resolved -
That the tree planter remain in situ. and is planted with a new tree and similar trees are purchased for the other three planters.  

It was also proposed by Councillor Richardson that a new planter is purchased from monies 

available within the Market Square scheme and this was seconded by Councillor Anderson.

Resolved -
That a new planter is purchased from monies available within the Market Square scheme.

c) Protocol for booking Town Square – the Clerk said that in terms of the ‘Square Space’ the proposal is that the Town Council is the initial point of contact and application to use the square will be logged on the current booking system. Following receipt of a booking enquiry a copy would be sent onto to Jayne Charlton, Highways Department and Clive Thornton, HDC who would both make their comments about the type of event and if licences are required.  Final decisions would rest with HDC and NYCC.   Councillor Forrest asked why the Town Council should be involved when the land belongs to NYCC and HDC respectively. Discussion took place about the Town Council policing the scheme and members were informed it was to encourage partnership working.   It was proposed that Northallerton Town Council is the first point of contact for a booking system for the Town Square.  This proposal is not seconded and therefore fails.  The Chairman asked for a show of hands and with the exception of two members, it was 

Resolved -
That the booking protocol for the Town Square if left with HDC & NYCC.

d) Adoption of the Street Furniture on the Square – Members were asked to formerly adopt the street furniture, including bike racks, bollards, planters, bins and seats for maintenance and repair purposes.  The equipment had been in the main paid for via a grant through the Town Council.  Discussion ensued and it was proposed by Councillor Robertson that the responsibility for the furniture and insurance is passed to HDC.  Councillor Anderson reiterated that the equipment is actually owned by the Town Council and proposed that the maintenance is our responsibility and is no more onerous than has been previously undertaken.  Councillor Forrest asked if the Town Council do take over the maintenance of the furniture on the town square and what would be implications on our insurance.  The Clerk said there would be a slight increase in assets but no additional cost to our insurance.  

Councillor Forrest seconded the proposal that as the Town Council purchased the furniture therefore it is the responsibility of the Town Council to maintain etc.  It was clarified that all but two benches had been purchased by the Town Council. The Chairman said there were two propositions on the table and asked members to vote.  Votes were 4 each.  The Chairman used his casting vote that NTC do not take on the responsibility for maintenance and repair.  The Clerk asked how that leaves the Town Council in relation to planting and the Mayor said that this will be passed back.

Resolved -
That the responsibility is left with HDC.

TC/720 – To receive the Mayor’s Statement and report of functions attended:

	20.05.2011
	Northallerton Silver Band 
	May Concert attended by Deputy Mayor 

	29.05.2011
	The Richmond Meet Presidents Church Service and Meet 
	 Service and Meet 

	29.05.2011
	Footy Fest
	Bullamoor School – Deputy Mayor attended  

	03.06.2011
	Mujushin Karate 
	Display and presentation of trophies 

	03.06.2011
	Northallerton Scouts 
	Centenary Reception at Town Hall

	04.06.2011
	BON 
	Civic Reception at Town Hall 

	11.06.2011
	Thirsk and Northallerton Lions 
	42nd Charter, Golden Fleece, Thirsk 

	14.06.2011
	BT
	5th Anniversary – 100 carers attending courses during their time at the “Come With Us and Learn” Centre

	18.06.2011
	Wartime Weekend 
	Allerton Court and in the Parade into the town.  In the evening – Musical Review in Town Hall and at the dance in the Golden Lion 

	20.06.2011
	Hambleton District Council 
	Armed Forces Day Raising of the Flag


TC/721 – To receive correspondence as tabled, which the Mayor may wish to present and agree where applicable responses thereof:

11/01/85/712 – Church Land Terrier – The Clerk had been asked to contact HDC about taking back the closed churchyard and they had come back with various questions.  As we did not have this information Rev Howard Smith had been approached and he had forwarded the information.  This will be sent on to the Legal Team and await a response.    
11/01/85/711 – letter from Northallerton Musical Theatre Company – request to hold a “Singathon” on Saturday 24th September on the Market Square.  It was agreed that this will be forwarded to NYCC and HDC.
11/01/85/710 – letter from BT about Adopting a Phone box – further information had been sought and it referred to a Phone Box outside the main Post Office.  BT thinks this is one of the old red phone boxes, when we have not.  BT are offering it to the Town Council for £1.  BT is to get back to the Clerk as they think they may have the wrong location.  Councillors were not aware of any red phone boxes in the town and would not adopt one. 
11/01/85/693 – Email from Scott Handley regarding annotation of plans for the Town Hall.  The Clerk confirmed that this had already been dealt with.
11/01/85/708 - Costs pertaining to the repair of the Mayoral Chain.  It was agreed that this item will be considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Resolved - 
That the correspondence pertaining the Mayoral chain is referred to the next meeting of the Finance and  General Purposes Committee for consideration.

TC/722 – To answer questions under Standing Order No. 24:  
Councillor Anderson asked about Armed Forces Day and about flying the flag.  The Chairman said that he was disappointed that the Union Jack was not flying over the Wartime Weekend.  The Clerk said that the Caretaker had been asked to erect the flag and would ask why this was not done.  The Chairman said that he was disappointed that the Union Jack was not flying on the Queen’s Birthday.  The Clerk said she would also check this, as there was a list in the office, which should also ben on the electronic calendar indicating when flags should be displayed.
Councillor Forrest asked if the minutes of the meeting can be produced within a week of the meeting.  The Clerk said that meetings are held on a weekly basis and this is where the difficulty arises, as in addition to typing minutes there are other papers to be prepared for the meeting that falls the following week.  Draft minutes are initially typed by the Assistant Clerk who also had other competing priorities too.  The Clerk said that she spent her day off typing 3 sets of minutes and she is owed in the region of 120 hours already plus the hours from Friday. Members were informed that the legal time to get minutes to Councillors for the next meeting is 3 days before the meeting. Councillor Forrest asked about the hours owing and are they signed off by anyone.  The Clerk said that this matter has been discussed with every Mayor that she has worked with.  Councillor Coulson said that he had not signed any hours off and the majority would be in the previous Mayoral year.  The Clerk said that this is a personnel matter and should be discussed in private. It was agreed that this will be discussed at the end of the meeting.  

TC/723 – To approve and acknowledge the Annual Governance Statement:  Members were informed this is a legal requirement under the Annual Return.  A copy of which should have been sent out to everybody.  The statement says that “We acknowledge as the members of Northallerton Town Council our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements.  We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March, 2011 – items 1 – 8.  

Councillor Robertson asked if this statement should be signed by the previous Council.  The Clerk said that this was about the internal control.  A report is prepared by internal audit and it is saying that there is a system of internal control, that there are separation of duties and that we act on the reports that have been made to Council, whether they are internal or external recommendations. The official date of signed is laid down by the Audit Commission and is the end of June. The Mayor said that all Members have received a copy of a letter from the Internal Audit which will be discussed under item in Private session at the end of the meeting.

Resolved -
That the Annual Governance Statement is discussed along with the Internal 
Audit letter.
TC/724 – To discuss the tabled planning lists and agree the Town Council response of recommendations:.  Councillor Dobson presented tabled Planning as appended herewith at Appendix 2 invited questions from Members.  Councillor Anderson said that in connection with the Elder Road development, the officers had recommended refusal.  The Town Council had referred to issues with the parking and asked if those issues were taken on board by Hambleton District Council when they approved the planning application.  These issues had been considered, and the Police had said that they wished the application to go through.  The Planner had recommended refusal but members of the Planning Committee and the application was passed.    

Resolved:
The planning recommendations are agreed as appended at Appendix 2.

TC/725 – To receive the latest HDC decisions relating to previously presented planning applications:  As appended herewith at Appendix 3 
TC/726 – To receive and approve the official purchase orders and accounts for payment as tabled:  As appended herewith at Appendix 4 

Resolved -
That the orders and accounts for payment are received and approved.  

The Chairman proposed that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and under the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960 and LGA 1972, ss 100A to 100K: and ACA 1998, s10 part of this meeting may be in held in private session. 

 TC/727 Internal Audit Letter
Resolved:  
a) The Chairman would pass on the details of the York Accountant to the Clerk.

Resolved:
b) Comments to be forwarded to the Clerk for inclusion in the Annual Return.  

TC/728 Personnel Items 

Resolved:
a) The temporary admin post is extended to 31st August 2011.

Resolved:
b) That the Private Session is just that and that if a statement is to be made, it will be 

from the Chairman. 
The meeting re adjourned from private session and closed.    
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